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Communications  technology  world-leader
Sepura was crowned Business of the Year at a
glittering Business Weekly Awards ceremony at
Queens' College, Cambridge.

Some 200 leading executives from the East
of England, the UK and internationally saw
executives lift a title Sepura has coveted for
several vears,

Sepura was the reigning International Trade
Champion but a phenomenal year of growth
nudged them up that extra notch to join a
stunning hall of fame - companies that have
graced a world stage over the 26 years of the
competition.

Other major winners were Horizon Discovery
(Cambridge Torchbearer); Marshall Aerospace
& Defence Group (Engineering Excellence);
Cambridge Commodities (International Trade);
Darktrace (Disruptive Technology); PragmatIC
(Startup of the Year) Healx (Cambridge
Graduate Business of the Year); Owlstone
Medical (Life Science Innovation); ARM (Kate
Gross Prize for Social Fnterprise); Jelena Aleksic
(Woman Entrepreneur of the Year).

Warren Fast, chiel executive of engineering
giant Rolls-Royce and formerly CEO at ARM,
presented the prizes. He was a guest speaker
along with Cambridge entrepreneur Sherry
Coutu, founder of the Scale-up Institute.
Sponsors of the Awards are Mills & Reeve,
Barclays, UKTI, AstraZeneca, Medlmmune,
Cambridge Judge Business School, PwC, TTP, St
John's Innovation Centre and Bailey Fisher.
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Sepura CEO Gordon Watling missed his hig
moment having been hurt in a road accident the
previous weekend but later explained: “We've
had a very successtul year. We have significantly
strengthened our business through acquisition
and innovative new product launches.

“Our recent move to new premises on the
Cambridge Research Park reaffirms our long-
term commitment to this area, which is why
winning the Business of the Year Award has
special signiticance for us.

“The Award is recognition of our high levels
of innovation, efticiency and customer service
which, together with strong leadership from
the senior management team, has allowed us
to consistently deliver double-digit growth over
the last four years. To have that recognised -
particularly within the community in which we
operate - is extremely rewarding.”

Kevin Calder of Mills & Reeve, explaining
why Sepura won, said: “FY15 was Sepura’s third
consecutive year ol double-digit revenue growth
and the fourth consecutive year of double-digit
growth in operating profits.

“This trend has continued into FY16, with
adjusted operating profits up 170 per cent in
the first six months. In the last year Sepura
has invested some €17m on R & D and won its
largest ever contract - a €35m deal to supply
Saudi Arabia with ¢.100,000 radios.

“It has made transformational acquisitions;
opened up the US market and increased its
share price six fold over the last five years - by
25 per cent during 2015 alone.

“Offered the chance to relocate overseas
it chose to build a new HQ in Cambridge. And
in the process Sepura has transformed from a
TETRA devices supplier to a geographically and
technologically diverse critical communications
solutions supplier with new turnkey products,
massive global clients and the world at its feet.”
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Pictured from left to right: Guest speaker Warren East (CEQ, Rolls-Royce), Paul Watson (COO, Sepura),
Steve Barber (VP Group Strategy, Sepura) and Kevin Calder (Partner, Mills & Reeve).
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Horizon Discovery CEQ, Dr Darrin Disley (centre) receives the Cambridge Torchbearer award from
guest speaker Warren East (left) and David Gill, MD of Awards sponsor, St John's Innovation Centre

Horizon wins Cambridge
Torchbearer award

>=> From page 21

Horizon Discovery, the Cambridge
Torchbearer winner, won Business of the
Year last year and came close again this
time. Announcing the Torchbearer success,
David Gill of St John's Innovation Centre said:
“The first tranche of a triple play by Horizon
testifies to their intention to change the game
in matching personalised medicines to an
individual's DNA.

“We have just seen the first of the
company's game-changing initiatives, a new
joint venture company called Avvinity formed
to leverage technology invented by a Nobel
Laureate that will fight killer cancers on a
fresh front.

“Using vastly differentiated technology,
Awvinity promises to discover and develop
novel immuno-oncology therapeutics for solid
tumours and leukaemias - and there is much
more to come from the Horizon stable as it
takes the search for personalised medicines to
unparallelled heights.”

Cambridge Commodities won a closely
contested International Trade Award and
UKTTl's Thinley Topden said: “Cambridge
Commodities has experienced extraordinary
and rapid growth of international sales, which
resulted in the company being ranked 36th
in the Sunday Times International Track 200
League.

“It posted annual international sales
growth from £300k in 2011 to surpass £7m

Cambridge Commaodities’ Financial Director, Neil Hammill collects the International Trade accolade
from Thinley Topden, Deputy Regional Director at UKTI East of England

in 2015. Cambridge Commodities supplies
nutritional ingredients to the sports, health
food and pet nutrition sectors worldwide,
has just moved into brand new, purpose-huilt
premises to accommodate further expansion
and is said to be on the cusp of a deal with
a globally-acclaimed client that will open up
more business in the US, Furope and Asia.”

Owlstone  Medical headed off fierce
competition to take the AstraZeneca/
MedImmune Life Science Innovation

Award. Jane Osbourn of Medlmmune, said:
“Owlstone’s newly-formed medical division
has invented a breath test to provide much
earlier diagnosis of cancer, asthma and other
diseases and conditions.

“We were impressed by the potential of

the technology to save the NHS millions, slash
hospital admissions and - most importantly
because of swilter diagnosis - to save lives.”

Marshall Aerospace & Defence Group
won the Engineering FExcellence Award.
David Newble of TTP Labtech said: “Marshall
Aerospace & Defence Group, with Rolls-
Royce and Lockheed Martin, recently won
a £369m MoD contract to support the RAF
(C-130 Hercules transport fleet until 2022,
underpinning 1,000 jobs.

“It supports civil and military projects
globally, supplying the most sophisticated
field hospital in NATO and supporting 12 Air
Torces around the world.

“The company reports a 68 per cent
growth in export business.”
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